Okinawa: Effects of long-term US Military presence
HISTORY OF U.S. MLITARY PRESENCE

Okinawa congsts of agroup of idandstha make up the southern-mog prefecture in
Japan. It is situated midway between Tokyo and Manila, and called the Gkeystoneof the
PacificOby military planne's because of its strategic location. It was thesite of
three-monthsof fierce fightng between Japan andthe U.S. in 1945. Approximately
200000 Okinavanswere killed in this Battle of Okinawa, both by U.S. and Japanese
troops. At theend of thewar, the U.S. took over the administration of the Okinava
idands Later, the 1951 San Frandsco Peace Treaty officially placed Okinava unde
U.S. military administration until 1972when Okinawa@® administration reverted to
Japan.  Immediately after thewar, Okinawan civilians displaced by theterrible
Battle, were placed in POW campswhile the military claimed landfor bases. Some of
the mog produdive land, used for farming and sugtaining people® livelihood was
requisitionad for U.S. military use. In historically popukted areasin the central and
southern part of Okinawaisland, therebuilt townswere squeezed aroundthe bases.

Even after reversonto Japan in 1972 mog of theU.S. basesremained in
Okinawa. Seventy-five percent of the U.S. military facilitiesin Japan arelocated in
Okinawa, althoughOkinawais only 0.6% of theland area of Japan. There are 37 U.S.
bases and military indallationsin Okinawa, 23,842 troopsand 21,512 family
membes. ThePrefecture has over 1.3 million people. Itistwice thesize of Guam
but smaller than Oahu (Hawai @).

AlthoughOkinawais now a pat of Japan, many Okinavansare bitter about
Japanese domination and ethnoentrism.  Following the Qquasi-colonizationOby a
southern Japanese Satsuma, the newly developead Japanese naion annexed Okinawa,
formerly an indgpendent kingdomwith its own digtinctive languaye and culture, in
1879. Many people oppo® U.S. military opaationsin Okinava, and resent the fact
tha Japan allowed Okinavato be placed unde U.S. occupaionuntl 1972 twenty-five
years later than therest of Japan, and that the GurdenOof the U.S.-Japan Security
Alliance falls so heavily on Okinavans

NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF US BASES ON OKINAWAN PEOPLE

Military Progitution and Violence Against Women and Children

In the past, as many as onein thirty Okinavan women were employed as progituted
women for the U.S. military in QA signObars.  Entertainment districts were built



close to military basesimmediately after thewar. 1n some cases U.S. military
authornties returned land taken for bases to Okinawan planne's for purposes of building
entertainmentareas.  1n 1969 at theheghtof theU.S. War againg Vietnam, the
Okinawan police estimated tha 7,362 Okinavan women were working in progitution
thoughothers estimated this nunber to be 100000r more. Beforereversoninl972,
thediscussion of an anti-proditution law was brought up in the Okinavan govenment
assembly on two separate occasions but nothing was donebecause of thelarge
econonic bendfit contributed by these womenN larger than the agricultural indusry
(pineapple and sugarcane combined). Thewomen were coerced into proditution
througheconomic hardship, given thelack of meaningful alternaives. Although
counied as part of theundegroundeconony, thar wages made a significant
contribution to the Okinawvan econory.

Today, some 7,000 Filipinas (and the number may be much highe), whose
home econony is far weaker than tha of Japan, are the progtituted womenN on
entertainment visasN for U.S. military personné in Okinawa, even thoughprostitution
isillegd in Japan.

On September 4, 1995 a 12-year-old girl was retuming home at 8:30pm after
shoppngin aneghbohoodstore near aU.S. military base. Abduded by three U.S.
servicemen in acar, her hands eyes, and mouth boundwith dud tape, shewas raped,
durmped out of the car, and |eft by thesideof aroad. Her assailantsN two Marines and
asailorN had rented the car indgdethebase, purchased dud tape and condons, and left
the base with the purpose of abduding awoman and raping her.

Thisinddent was onemore in alonghistory of violence agang women tha
has continued in Okinawathroughoutthe podwar period. However, there were several
thingsdifferent aboutthis case tha resulted in amassive outpouring of grief and anger
by Okinawan citizens

1) Thevictim pressed charges;

2) Therapeoccurred during the Fourth UN Conference on Women in Beljing

where violence againg women was declared a human rights violationN this

ingpired confidence in Okinavan women, especially thelarge contingent tha
attended the UN Conference;

3) Therapeoccurred during the 50" anniversary year of theend of World War

I1, atime of reflection on 50 years of U.S. military presence in Okinawa; and

4) Theageof thevictim madeit very clear tha such violence clams victims

withoutdistinction.



The rape of this girl was reported worldwide, butmog crimes by U.S. troops
(induding rape, assault, and murder) are not ~ Official reports estimate more than
5,394 military crimes agang Okinawvan people from 1972to 2005,with 533 of them
heinouscrimes (19722004). Arrested military personnéd sugpected of committing
these crimes nunbered 678. These crime figures are a congervative estimate as
many crimes are notreported, perhgposespecialy violence agang women. Thebases
are also assodated with drug use and the spread of HIV/AIDS.  Mixed-race Amerasian
children fathered by U.S. troopshave often been abandoned by ther fathers and
expeience discriminaion from local people.

Distorted Local Economiesand Land Use

Okinawaisthe poorest prefecture in Japan, with unemployment twice therate of the
rest of thecounty. Tourism and agriculture domnae theeconorny. U.S. basestake
up 20%of theland areaN land tha could be used more produdively to benefit local
people. U.S. troopslive in spacious fenced-off endavesN some with golf courses and
swimming poolsN in marked contrast to the close-packed cities nearby.  Kin, asmall,
old town of 10,000, for example, is squeezed between Camp Hansen, which houses
5,000Marines, andthesea. Thecity of Ginowan has been built aroundthe sprawling
Futenma Marine CorpsAir Station, oneof thelargest airfieldsin Asia.  Local people
cannotenter thebases. Traveling aroundthem addsmiles to everyday trips

In communities near the bases, employment is skewed towards servicing the
militaryN in stores, car repar busnesses, restaurants, bars, and proditution.  In
addition, 8,813local people work onthebases (asof 2004) However, the Okinavan
econony isless dependent onthe U.S. military than formerly. Rents andincome from
base-related activities now make up about5% of the econonmy compared to 15% in
1972. Somelandowners have been more than willing to let ther land to the U.S.
military, and have earned regular income from theserents.  Others, especialy the
Anti-War Landowners,Oalways oppogd the enforced appropriation of their family®
land. Still, owners with land used for bases are only 34,000 or 2.6% of thetotal
popuktion of Okinawa.

The Japanese government pays approximately $100,000 per year for each
member of theU.S. military stationed in Japan. It paysfor electricity onthebases, and
highway tollsfor U.S. military pesonnd. Japanese tax money suppoits shopping
centers, schools, libraries, and churches on the bases (even thoughthe Japanese
conditution separates church and state). More than 70% of thetotal cog of U.S. bases
in Japan is bome by Japan.



Econoric concernswere centra in the Okinawva Governor@ election of
Novembe 1998. Theemphasis was ontherelative weakness of the Okinavan
econony rather than thefact tha the Japanese econony isgenealy indecline  The
incumbent, Governor Ota, who consstently oppo®d the presence of U.S. bases, log his
bid for athird term to a pro-busness candidae, Keiichi Inamine, backed by the centra
govanmentin Tokyo. In 1998 the Okinawan unemployment rate was highN 7.7%
(and a@mog twice as highfor people unde 30). This was twice the averagefor other
prefecturesin Japan, and has remained high.  In 2005it was 7.9%. For many
voters, Inamine@ promise to improvethe Okinawvan econorry seemed to bethedeciding
factor in the closely-contested election. 1n 1999 the Japanese govenment decided to
build an offshore runway for U.S. military use. The plan was to replace FutenmaAir
Station with anew hdiport in Henoko, Nago city (northern Okinawa). Accordingly, the
Japanese gove'nment provided an econonic GewardOfundof $850million over 10
years to develop the northern area of OkinawalN the usud Japanese govenment method
to keep the matter quiet. Theother econonic GewardOwas to bring the 2000G8
Summit to Okinawa, notatypical or idea place to hold such a security-heavy event.

In November 2006 uponlnamine3 retirement, one of the co-chairs of Okinawa
Women Act Agang Military Violence, Keiko Itokazu, ran for the govanor® postion
but was not successful.

Environmental Contamination

Highly carcinogenic materials (fuds, oils, solvents and heavy metals) are regularly
released during military opeaations affecting theland, water, air, and ocean, aswell as
people@ hedlth.

Okinawan people suffer deafening noise from low-flying military aircraft. In
other parts of Japan, U.S. planes cannotleave or land after 7pm. At KadenaAir Force
Base in Okinawa, they can leave or land any time, and generate severe noise.  Students
in schools near the bases often have classes disrupted dueto noise, and suffer from poa
conaentrations

Speaking to students and faculty at American University in Octobe 1998,Mie
Kunimasa said,

| come from Ginowan City. My housislocated 80 feet from thefence of the
military base. Everyday is very noisyN day and night\ withouta breskE Futenma
Air Baseislocated in themiddle of avery congested residential area.  Sometime
when |®n driving, | see very dark thingsflyinginthesky. | fear tha ajet might
crash at any moment.



Shethen played atape of aircraft noise recorded in her house near Futenma, and
amplified it throughthe microphone The noise was so loudtha no onecould hear her
next words, but shewent on speaking to show how everyday conveasationsand school
classes are continudly disrupted.

On Augusg 23,2004,aU.S. Marine CH-53D Sea Stallion (a heavy assault
trangport hdicopter) went out of control and crashed into the administration building at
Okinawa Internaiond University. Immediately after thecrash, U.S. Marines occupied
alarge section of the campusand the public road running alongsde the damaged
building, allowing no oneN noteven the pdice or university officials to enter the site.
Some debris flew into surrounding homes as far as 300 meters (984 feet) from the site.
Jus 100 meters (328feet) away was a gas station, and 150 meters away an elementary
school and day-care center.  Miraculoudly nowasKkilled or injured. TheU.S. Naval
hogital initially reported that the pilot wasin critical condition buttheU.S. military did
not release further information concerning the pilot or two other service members who
were suppogdly involved in theaccident.

Regular training exercises usng live ammunition have caused forest fires, soil
erodon, earth tremors, and accidents.  In 1996 U.S. Marines fired depleted uranium
shdlsintotheocean. TheU.S. military defines this as a conventiond weapon, but,
officialy, they are notallowed to fire depleted uraniumin Japan. White Beach, a
dodking areain Okinavafor U.S. nudear submarines, is an areawhereregiond hedth
statistics show comparatively high rates of leukemiain children and cancersin adults.
In 1998,for example, two women from the White Beach areawho had been in the habit
of gathering shdlfish and seaweed there died of liver cancer. Also local people are
affected, sometimes killed, in traffic accidents caused by U.S. troops In Octobe 1998
for example, aU.S. Marinekilled ayoungwoman in a hit-and-run accident.

Unde the Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA, Article 4), theU.S. isnot
responsble for environmental clean-up of land or water. Asin Koreaandthe
Philippines, hog communities do not have adequéae information on the extent of
military contaminaion. The Japanese govanment does not release information about
it. After theinadent with thedepleted uranium shdls mentioned above theU.S.
govanment mug inform local officials aboutmilitary opeations but Okinavan people
doubttha thisisreally working.

After years of complaints from hog communities aboutlive-firing drills, the
Japanese govanment arranged for them to betranderred from Okinavato four sitesin
mainland Japan, at Yausubdsu (Hokkado), Kita-Fuji and Higashi-Fuji (near Mt. Fuji),
and Yufuin (Oita Prefecture, Kyushu). Besides damageto theland, andfires caused



by these drills, another environmental hazard is the unexploded ammunition left at the
gtes. TheOkinawa prefecture has had to pay for thisto be cleaned upin the past.
Now the military are seeding thebare hillsides from hdicopters. Thehillslook green
butlocal people are concerned aboutsafety. Once theold firing ranges have been
seeded it will beimpossible to see the unexploded ordnance.

Treatiesand Agreements

The Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) provides for thebehavior of U.S. troops
stationed in Japan.  U.S. military personné often floutlocal law and cusom, and are
shielded from the Japanese judicial system unless U.S. military authorities agree to
co-opeaate with local police. In many cases, U.S. troopswho commit crimes agang
local people are disciplined, if at all, by U.S. military authornties. Military personné
who have injured or, in some cases, killed local people throughnegligent driving have
not been broughtto trial inlocal courts. Thisincenseslocal peoplewho seeitasa
daly manifestation of U.S. insengtivity and high-handadness. They are pressing for
changesin the SOFA to give more protection to hast communities.  In thecase of the
12-year-old Okinawan girl whowas raped, the U.S. military handed over thethree men
responsble to Okinawan civilian authorities in view of theenomousoutcry this
inddent generated in Okinava andinternaiondly. Theyoungmen stoodtrial ina
Japanese court, were foundguilty, and have served seven-year, and six-and-a-hdf-year
sentencesin prison in Japan.

On November 4, 1995,the Okinawa Prefecture Government submitted a
petition to the Japanese govanment for therevision of theU.S.-Japan SOFA Qo ensure
both the stability of Okinawvan lives and regiond development.O It listed 20 main
points: thereturn of land needed by local municipdities, redudng naise pollution,
pendizing military units responsble for accidents, banning U.S. military aircraft from
civilian airports, allowinglocal government officiadsto enter U.S. bases, banning
marchingin civilian areas, indalling recognizable license plates on U.S. military
vehicles, taking crime sugpects into Japanese cugody, compensating victims of crime or
accidents, and alowing local municipdities to participate in discussion of the
U.S.-Japan Joint Committee.

In addition to petitioning the Japanese govenment regarding theundue
urdenOplaced on Okinawa as a result of the concentration of U.S. military
ingallations Okinavan goveanors made eightofficial visitsto the United Statesin a
decade (19881998 two by Governor Nishime and six by Governor OtaN to seek
redudion of bases in Okinava and resolution of the many base-related problems.



These petitionsand visits resulted in live-ammunition drills beéng moved to sitesin
mainland Japan, and some small changesin day-to-day military opeationsin Okinawa.

Base Conver sion/Economic Development

Undea Governor Ota (1990 1998)the Okinawa Prefecture developed a plan for phasing
outtheU.S. bases by theyear 2015 The centerpiece of this plan wasto beanew
Cosmopolitan City, a Qyrand design for anew Okinawa aiming at the21% centuryOwith
undelying prindples of peace, coexistence and self-sufficiency.  Theideawasto
make use of Okinawa@® Qyeographical location, natural environment, and historical
expeiences to expand oninternaiond exchanges and build truging ties with foreign
counties, especially theAsian counties, notonly througheconony butthrough science,
culture, andtraining programsfor pasonnd.0  Theemphasis would be on greater
econonic independence for Okinawa, the use of information technology, restoration of
thenaura environment, susainable development, and the establishment of research
ingitutes induding a center for peace education and research. The planned and phased
return of land currently used by the U.S. military was an essential element in this overall
conaept.  After Inaminetook over the Governor@ postion, this plan disappeared,
following pressures from the Japanese govenment. However, thinking continues
aboutan important peaceful role in Asiafor Okinawa, usng its central postion, asthe
prefectureis pursuing I T indudriesto locate in Okinawa.

Onesdtrand of this development debate is that Okinawa should achieve
economnic paity withthemainland. Thepod-war development of Japan has entailed
massive indugrialization, destruction of forests, contamination of land and water, and a
GalarymanOculture.  Some Okinawan environmentalists and women activists oppo®
thistype of development asinhaently unsugainable. They arguetha theU.S.
military should alocate fundsfor the base-convason process, induding environmental
cleanup. Jobs education, and training mug be provided for people now dependent on
thebases. Sudanable development mud take priority over multinationd corporations
ortourism. Loca people should control planning and decision-making for convasion.

OPPOSITION TO U.S. MILITARY OPERATIONS IN OKINAWA
Thereisastronganti-militarist tradition among Okinavan people tha goes back many
gengations TheRyukyukingdom(as Okinava was called) was involved in trade
fromthe 13" century. There was a spirit of openness to outsiders, and arejection of
military attitudes as antithetical to making connestion with others.  Thislong-standing
anti-militarist perspective was reinforced by the devastation experienced by Okinavans



durnng the Battle of Okinavain 1945

Thecontinued presence of the U.S. bases is chdlenged by anti-war landlords
organized labor, religiousgroups women@ organizations and political organizations,
with inareasing demandsfor self-deerminaion over the past few years. Theabdudion
and arape of the 12-year-old girl, mentioned abowe, revitalized popular oppostionto
theU.S. bases. In Octobe 1996 ayear after thisinddent, amajority of voters
oppowd U.S. basesin aPrefecture-widereferendum

Unde the Special Action Committee on Okinawa (SACO) thereisa US.-Japan
proposl to return 20%of theland used for U.S. basesto local control, indudingthe
Futenma Marine CorpsAir Station. However, both govenments proposd its
replacement by a Gloating hdiportOoff the coast of Henoko,Nago. Thehdiport
condruction would destroy an area of coral reef and sea grass tha is the habitat of the
Okinawvan manatee (dugong, arare variety of ssacow. They are an endangaed
species, paticularly susceptible to sound. Despite strong pressure from Tokyo, local
people voted agang thehdiport proposl in a(non-binding) referendumin Nago,
Decembe 1997. Governor Ota aso oppo®d it, and earned great disfavor with Tokyo
officials who cut off promised fundng for development asaresult. Governor Inamine
accepted theidea of ajoint commercia-military airfield in the north of Okinawa,
consdered acompromise proposl. Since hewas elected, over 35 anti-bases and
environmental groupsjoined togeher in an anti-hdiport assodation called the
Anti-Relocation Assodation. The hdiport proposl met with strong protests by
Okinawvansas well as mainland Japanese suppotersfor nearly adecade  The protest
became especialy difficult when the govanment arted to build towers in the ocean for
test drilling. People took to theocean in small boats and kayaks to obgruct
condruction. Others maintained adaly vigil onthebeach for over ayear. Protestors
succeeded in defeating the hdiport plan, but Tokyo then proposd condructing a new
runway by thecoast onlandthat is pat of Camp Schwab. Japanese officials claim tha
thiswill create less environmental damagethan the origind offshore plan, buttha is
doubful asit meansbuilding into the ocean well beyondthe current coastline Besides,
this proposl will still cause noise pollution.  Local residents, especially from Ginoza
village next to Henoka, will bedirectly affected by over-flying and they have been at
the center of strongprotest in addition to the protest aready going onin Henokoarea.

Okinawva Women Act Againg Military Violence noted tha SACO announes
no downgzing of military forces. Rather, they arguetha because facilities will be
moved to other locations the SACO proposls represent a modernization and build-up
of U.S. military facilitiesin Okinava and mainland Japan.



Anti-militarist organizationsalso oppo® the Oew Defense Guiddines,Owhich
involve the Japanese govanment@ total coopeationin U.S. military activities,
induding the possible use of civilian airports, ports, highways, communication facilities
and hogitals throughoutJapan, as needed.

In Spring 2006 the Japanese and U.S. goveanments findized a plan to relocate
8,000 Marines from Okinavato Guam. Japanese govenment officials boasted tha
thisis more than hdf the 12,000 Marines currently stationed in Okinava. However,
new daa show tha the U.S. plan to increase the number of Marinesin Asia, so 10,000
Marines will stay in Okinawa and 8,000will be based in GuamN an increase of 6,000
oveall, and only 2,000 fewer in Okinawva. TheU.S. govenment demanded that the
Japanese govanment pay for al relocation expenses induding congruction of new
facilitiesin Guam. The Japanese govanment has agreed to pay $26 billionfor this.

CURRENT CAMPAIGNS

¥ Protest agang the condruction of new runwaysin the Henoko area and new
condrudtion of any military facilities. Demandsfor ONo RelocationQof
military facilities, indallations or training within Okinava or in other parts of
theworld.

¥ Demandsfor changesin the Status of Forces Agreement so tha U.S. troopscan
be hdd accountable by local people and can be prosecuted by local laws if they
commit crimes againg Okinawan people. Demandstha the U.S. military take
responsbility for environmenta cleanup.

¥ Demandsfor thewithdrawal of U.S. MarinesN notther remova to another
location.

¥ Suppot for women who sexudly service U.S. troops and oppostionto all
violence agang women and girls committed by U.S. troops

¥ Seekinginformation on environmental contamination of land water, and the
ocean as aresult of U.S. military activities.

¥ Discussion of aternaive plansfor base landstha are dueto bereturned to
Okinawan control, and oppostion to there-location of Futenma Marine Corps
Air Station.

This article is based on reports to the East Asia-US Women® Network Against Militarism prepared by
Okinawa Women Act Against Military Violence, May 1997 and October 1998, updated by Yoko
Fukumurain 2007.

Article 3 stated that Cas the sole administering authority, Nansei Shoto south of 29 deg. north
(including the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands) ... the United States will have theright to exercise
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all and any powers of administration, legislation and jurisdiction over the territory and inhabitants of
these islands, including territorial waters.O

The number of bases and installations are from March 2004, and the numbers for troops and family
members are from September 2004 (Okinawa prefecture data).

The modern Japanese nation headed by the Meiji emperor was founded in 1868 replacing the feudal
system that had |asted several centuries.

A\ Osign stands for Approved.O

Shinmachi district in Oroku (now part of Naha city) wasinitially appropriated by the U.S. military.
However, after discussion between Okinawan planners and the military authority, an areafor
entertainment was returned by US authorities.

Prostitution has been illegal in Japan since 1959, and this |law was effective in Okinawa as of July
1,1972, two months after Okinawa became a prefecture of Japan.

The number is based on estimates by Hiroshi Shimabukuro (cited in Let the Good Times Roll. Saundra
Pollock Sturdevant & Brenda Stoltzfus, The New York Press, 1992. Many Philippine women also work in
bars and clubs that cater to Japanese tourists and local Okinawan men.

There are other cases where young girls were assaulted as shown in the list of QJ.S. Military Crimes
Against women in OkinawaOcompiled and published by Okinawa Women Act Against Military
Violence.

Okinawa prefecture (1972-2004) and Okinawa police report (1972-2005).
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Research Study Committee of Aircraft Noise Influence to Health, Summary of the Second Interim
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Kay Life Spiritual Center, American University, Washington, D.C., October 9, 1998. Trandated by
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Suzuyo Takazato, The Activities of Okinawa Women Act Against Military Violence: Seeking
Human Security for Women and Children, October 1998, 2.

rollowing U.S. Military Transformation from the stand point of U.S.-Japan Security TreatyO
Okinawa Times, May 14 2006, no. 118



